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The destruction br Hisppeanance oi many relevant Hbanith from Virginia, 
North Carolina, dnd South Carolina counties. and the inadequate or 
nonexistent indices’ joLatners causes any account of these families to resem- 
ble a jigsaw puzzle from which time and chance have taken too many key 
pieces. Almost every identification or relationship proposed here ts tentative 
and subject to correction or improvement either by reference to newly dis- 
covered sources, such as hitherto unknown family papers or Bible records, or 
to a better reading of what has already been examined. 

1. THOMAS! | iRESSIT. For chronological reasons, if no others, the, 
family of Gressit (sometimes Gressits or Gressett) of Lancaster County, Vir= * 
ginia, first attracts pltention. Thomas Gressit brought in a Negro boy named 
Charles to have his age determined at the Lancaster County court held 12 
> February, 1736/ Farlier, references to him in this ‘or any other Virginia © 
‘county have yet tajbe found. It does not appear that he owned or patented 
any land, yet in thejlists of freeholders taken 18 November 1741 in the county 
the name Thomas iresset t appears twice, doubtless father and son. 2! One of - 
these persons was i jury mun in the same court .en years later. "*! There ts 
also a record of ah attachment in an action brought by Thomas Gressit 
~ against Robert Edmunds which was dismissed in 1763.°2 

Thomas GressitWas related to one JAMES GRESSITS of Charles City 
County, Virginia, who was his early contemporary. The petition of John 
Donaldson for letters of administration on the estate of this James Gressits 
was dismissed at the August 1740 term of court.**? Soon after, Thomas 
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Gressits was granted letters testamentary on the will of James Gressits, 
Hon. John Carter, Esq. being surety on his bond.*? The will itself has been 
lost, and no inventory was ordered to be filed, nor do there seem to be any 
other references to the family in the limited group of surviving Charles City 
County records. Thus Thomas may have been son, brother, or even father of 
James. The fact that a member of the powerful Carter family was surety 
might provide a lead for further investigation, 

At the time that Thomas Gressit was carrying on proceedings against 
Robert Edmonds he had apparently already moved to Northumberland 
County, Virginia, where he witnessed the will of George Payne of Wic- 
cocomico Parish 12 May 1762: this will referred to Payne’s landholdings in 
Lancaster County.*** His own short will, dated 13 December 1766, was 
proved 9 February !767 in Northumberland County.*” It is signed by mark 
and the clerk spells the name “Grisitt.” Everything is left to the testators 
daughter Elizabeth Cambell or Campbell but no executor is named: William 
Cambell had letters of administration, Apparently Thomas Gressit was living 
with this daughter when he died. 

There was also a family or group of families of the name in Gloucester 
County, Virginia. Almost all the county's pre-Revolutionary records are lost, 
but the tax lists reveal in 1770 James Gresset with 75 acres and John Gressitt 
with 85 acres, while Frances Gresset appears with no identification at all. By 
1782 James Gressitt’s holdings have expanded to 116 acres and John 
Gressitt’s, in Petsworth parish and with one male in the household, to 252 
actes.*" The 1784 lists give John (5 whites), Thomas (1 white), and James 
(3 whites) Gressitt, all of Petsworth parish"! That the family was in the 
county prior to 1770.1s shown by one of the two marriage records relating to it 
which have so far survived, James Grisset to Elizabeth (the surname is gone), 
25 August 1762 in Kingston parish (now in Mathews County).*? A marriage 
license was issued to William Pollard Jr. and Elizabeth Gressitts in 1777/8 in 
Gloucester County:** the family of Pollard is also found in Lancaster 
County. Later census records and tax lists indicate that the family remained 
and multiplied in Gloucester County. Doubtless they moved south and west 
as well. The James Grisset of Natchitoches Parish, Louisiaia in 1820, aged 
over 45, with a younger wile and five sons, **' and the John Grisset of the same 
parish, aged 26 45, with six children under 16 in the household.“ give indica- 
tion of being derived from this family. The David Gresitt of Lauderdale 
County, Mississippi, aged 61 in 1880, whose father was born in Virginia. al- 
though living among descendants of the Orangeburg County, South Carolina 
branch, cannot be placed with them and may also be a descendant of the 
Gloucester County branch.**° In any event, it is hoped that documentary evi- 
dence will appear to inform us whether this family is or is not derived from 
the Lancaster County family. 

Thomas Gressit was married at least twice. The name of his first wife is un- 
known. His second wife was WINIFRED (KING) CHILTON, daughter of 
William King and widow of Thomas Chilton of Lancaster County. The will of 
her father, dated 25 January 1715/16 and proved 11 April 1716, but not 
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recorded until 11 August 1738.4" does not give the first name of his wite or 
the names of all his children, including Winifred, Fortunately, the relation- 
ship's proved by two documents, the first being the marriage license bond for 
Thomas Chilton and Winifred King, dated 14 January 1723/4, of which Je- 
rome Pasguet was a bondsman and upon which ts endorsed the consent to the 
marrage of the bride’s mother, Elesbee Pasquet.°* The second ts a release of 
dower rights by Jerome and Elisia Pasquett to George Brent, all of Christ 
Church parish, in a parcel of land formerly owned by her husband William 
King.*” Since Winifred had at leastone child by her second husband. and her 
mothers consent to the first marriage was required. she probably manned 
young. ier birth may be assigned to about 1705. 

Phomas Chilton was dead shortly before 8 December 1738 * His widow 
remarried before, probably several years before, | March 1743/4.'"' Since 
her son Ezekiel Chilton did not make any bequest to her in his will, dated 9 
January 1754 and proved 19 July 1754 in Lancaster County. ’* it ts likely that 
she was dead by that date. She is not mentioned in the will of her husband.‘ 

Children of Thomas Gressit by unknown first wife: 


1 Thomas? Gressit. of age on 1S November 1741.74 do unm. prior to 20 June 1760, 
when his father was granted letters of administration on hts estate) His inven- 
tory reveals limited assets: a horse and saddle, clothing and razor. Bhs tather 
signed it by mark TSX July 1760. %** 

Elizabeth (Eliza) Gressit. m, Witham Cambell of Northumberland Co, Vaz sole 
legatee in her fathers will’ and administratrix of the estate of her husband 
Wilham Cambell 13 April 1772.5" 

[perhaps] Abimidon Gressit, defendant in an action brought against him in 
Lancaster County court by Henry Carter Jr. 19 Nov, 1762 which was dismissed 
U7 Dee. 1762.4" No other record tound, and the reading of the Christian name is 
tentative 


Children of Thomas and Winifred (King) Gressit: 


iv. John Gressit, boc 1742. Lancaster Co, Va 
v. [probably] Lydia Gress, boc 1748, Lancaster Co, Va 


Colonel JOHN*® GRESSETT (Gressitt) appears at least’ twice in 
Lancaster County records. He ts mentioned in the will of Ezekiel Chilton!” 
as his “brother-in-law” and son of Ezckiel’s mother Winifred, brother-in-law 
here having its meaning of step-brother, and David Galloway commenced an 
action against him in the county court 20 January 1764. only to have it 
adjourned to the following term because the defendant was not found in the 
county.*? There is no further record of the action or of John Gressett in 
Lancaster County. 

John Gressit petitioned for 100 acres of land in South Carolina 3 Sep- 
tember 1765.'* Apparently he took some time to obtain the survey, for the 
initial precept was prolonged and the survey. for 100 acres of land in the fork 
of the Santee and Wateree rivers, wis certified only 1S December 1768.3" 
The grant was made 2 June 1769 to John Gresset™" and he exhibited his me- 
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morial 16 September 1769 as John Gresett. © Ets quickly apparent that 
spelling will be a poor guide to the identification of members of this family. 

While neither these nor any other records pertaining to John Gressett of 
South Carolina identify hind as the fohn Gressett who was not tound tn 
Lancaster County, Virginia, the vear before. Pam prepared to make the 
identification on the ground, first, that the John Gressitt of Lancaster Counts 
is not otherwise accountable for. second, that the age tits, and third, that the 
grant was not bounty Jand. indicating that the grantee had come in from 
another colony rather than from abroad. The John Gressitt of Petysworth 
Parish, Gloucester County, was of similar age and remained there: *” a John 
Grissett, planter, in Brunswick County. North Caroling in 1775. 1s also 
otherwise accounted for: ! the pattern of movement was a normal one for. « 
young man whose fortune at home obviously left much to be desired, In the 
absence of clear documentary proof, likely to be forever dented us, circum- 
stantial evidence is the best available: Here, as elsewhere. the reader must 
draw his own conclusions. 

There are two transactions in slaves, dated 1774°* and 1778" respee- 
tively. and a lease and release which show that John Gressett of the parish of 
St. Mathews. carpenter, had acquired other lands as well, tor this last 
transaction, in which no wife participated, involsed 700 acres in the Parish of 
St. Johns, Berkeley County, originally granted to John Palmer 7 October 
1772 and now conveyed by John Gressett to John Simmerman and Henrys 
Kuhn 26 August 1784.°" As John Grissett this landowner was a member of 
the Orangeburgh District grand jury in 1783." 

The audited accounts maintained by the State’s Treasury Department 
show that John Gressett served as a colonel and lieutenant colonel in the mi- 
litia, staioned in Orangeburgh District. > He claimed and received com- 
pensation for services pertormed in 1781 and 1782 by certilicate dated i4 
January 1785.°" Family tradition among his descendants has kept alive the 
memory of this service, but it ts unfortunate that at some point Col, John 
Gressett became confused with his son William in the tradition, with the 
result that an entirely mythical “Col, William GressetU) has usurped the 
place of Col, John Gressett in various published lincages.“" That same family 
tradition savs that he died during or soon after the war: the documentary evi- 
dence would make “soon after,” between 1785 and 1790, a fair des*ription. If 
he lett a will, or a record of the administration of an estate, tt has been lost. 

From the fact that he received 100 acres of land en coming to South 
Carolina in 1765, it may be deduced that he wis then single. = The approxi 
mate ages of his children indicate that he married soon after his arrival. 
Family tradition, and that source alone, provides the name of his wite as 
ELIZABETH FUNCHES.”’ This may well be correct, for Hans Adam Fun- 
tius’ and Sebastian Funtius**? (also Fontius, Fonses, Fontious and many 
other imaginative vartants) had petitioned for bounty land as early as 1764. 
and either might have been the father of the wife of Col. John Gressett. 
Whoever his wife may have been, she was very likely dead prior to 1784, since 
she did not join in the lease and release executed by her husband that year. +" 
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Children of Joho and Elizabeth (Punches) Gressett 


i, Willram’ Gressett, b 1765 70, Orangeburgh Dist, S ¢ 

i, [perhaps] UL vdia Gressett, & 1765 70, Oranechury Dit SC diving there akine 
aged 70 8O in 18400" % ts most casily placed as an unmarried daughter of this 
couple 
Elizabeth Gressctt, bh 1971. Orangeburg Dat SC 7 im lames Grimes, Se of 
that Distmet, who was dead by [840 when his wikhew was recorded Cage HF 70) 
with her son James (age 30 40) =" Ave 79, she was lining with him und his fanny 
in 1NSO The family traditions assign her a both date al io 7% or 17st but this ts 
out of line with all the census evidence, which is for once mternully Consistent)” 
Her husband had a grant of state lands 4) December [XE] next te Grressett- 
owned lands 
John Gressett, b ¢ 1774, Orangeburg Dist. SC. is Wentitied ay a brother of 
Wilham Grissett in testimony by the latter given in an cquits proceeding and 
tecorded at a re-trial of the proceeding in January 1832.% One parts had 
asserted that John Grisset was a witness va a bill of sale far four shies trom 
William Byrd to Joseph Ratchtle dated 40 Mfarch 1810 che pleading aliceed an 
1X07 date but the recitation of the till self in evidence corrects this), but William 
testified that “John Grissct, whe ts my brother,” was notin the State at the time 
the bill of sale was executed, and indeed the latter’s name does not seem te ap: 
pear on the bill. [tts possible to read inte the testimony the implivaten that John 
was sll alive, but William nowhere says this in so snany words Hess most likely 
that male aged 16 26 in the houschold of William Grissitt in [S00, % he, rather 
than his elder brother, may be the male over 16 recorded in the household af 
Lydia Gressittin 1790, * He does not seem to have had any Hind wrants and noth- 
ing is known about fis family or further whereabouts Pomay be that the decd of 
gift of William Owens of Charleston Distnct (St Tames’ Parish) dated 18 Pcb- 
rudy IR13 to his “sister Winifred Gresset” and others refers to the wite ot John 
the younger. “" 


6. LYDIA GRESSETT ritises a scrics of problems in identification and 
relationship which are crucial to the welding Gf this pedigree. At this point 
they scem best solved by postulating an unmiarricd sister or childless 
widowed sister-in-law of Col. John? Gressett. 

The first problem ts posed with the petition for land of one Lvdia Gusset 
dated 4 March 1767." ' She asked for 200 acres and they were laid out for her 
in Craven County in the fork between Saluda and Broad River on Second 
Creck. This grant, dated § March 1768, is “bounty” land. 7? She exhibited 
her memorial of this land 27 July 1768.77* It must be noted that the land 15 
located northwest of the Saxe-Gotha settlement at a considerable distance 
from that of John Gressett.”! Thus tt is impossible to be sure that this Lydia 
Giassett is the same person as the Lydia Gressett or Gressitt or Grissett who 
is recorded in census records and mentioned in land grants as a resident of 
Orangeburgh District. 

The patterns of relationship hinted at by the Federal decennial censuses 
prior to 1850 are often vague and misleading, and never more so when, as in 
Orangeburg County, land and court records have sutfered wholesale destruc- 
tion, However, apart from scattered references to her as a holder of adjacent 
land,*? in one of which she ts called “Mrs.74" (without any necessary im- 
plication to be drawn therefrom that she was married), the census is all we 
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Children of John and Elizabeth (Punches) Gressctt 


+ 7 1 Wilham’Gressett. 6 1768 70, Orangeburgh Dist, SS 

it [perhaps] Esdia Gressett. b 1768 76, Orangeburg Dist SC. iviny there alone 
aged 70 SO in 1830, "* iy most easily placed ay an uamarned daughter of this 
couple 
Plizabeth Cressett, bo 1771. Orangebury Dist SC 0?! im. James Grimes, Sr of 
that Distnct, whe was dead by 1830 when his widow way recorded tage Gb 71) 
with her won James Cage WO) 40) *) Age 79, she was tiving with him and hrs family 
in ISSO, The family traditions assign her a birth date of 177% or PTS0."" but this ts 
out of line with all the census evidence, which is for once internally Consistent 
Her husband had a grant of state Lands 31 December IS]} neat te Gressctt- 
owned lands * 
John Gressett, b. € 1774, Orangeburg Dist. S.C). ts ndentiticd as a brother of 
Witham Grssett in testimons by the fatter piven in an equity proceeding and 
recorded at a re-teial of the proceeding in January 1832."" One party had 
asserted that John Grissct was a witnes® io a till of sale tor four sles from 
Witham Byrd to Joseph Ratchife dated 30 March IS10 (the pleading alleved an 
1807 date but the recitatwon of the hill itvelfin evidence Corrects this), but Witham 
testificd that “John Grisyet, who is my brother,” was notin the State at the time 
the bill of sale way executed, and indeed the latter's name docs not seem tap 
pearon the bill Pts possible to read into the testimony the unpliaron that John 
was still alive, but William nowhere says this in sa rnuny words He is most likels 
that male aged 16 26 1n the houschold of Witham Grissitt in ESO0,%> he. rather 
than his elder brother, may be the mule over 16 recorded in the household of 
Uvdia Gressitt in 1790. °° He does not scem ty have had any dand vrants and noth 
ing ishnown about his family of turther whereabouts Uo omiay be that the decd of 
gilt of Wilham Owens of Charleston District (St. James Parish) dated 1S Feb 
ruary IST3 ta his “sister Winifred Gressett” and others refers ta the wite of John 
the younger ©" 


6. LYDIA GRESSETT raises a senes of problems in identification and 
relationship which are crucial to the welding Gt this pedigree. At this point 
they seem best solved by postulating an unmarned sister or childless 
widowed sister-in-law of Col. John? Gressett. 

The first problem ty posed with the petition for land of one Lsdia Gasset 
dated 4 March 1767." ' She asked tor 200 acres and they were laid out for her 
in Craven County in the fork between Saluda and Broad River on Second 
Creck. This grant. dated 8 March 1768. is “bounty” land. °* She exhibited 
her memorial of this land 27 July 1768.°* It must be noted that the land ts 
located northwest of the Saxe-Gotha settlement at a considerable distance 
from that of John Gressett.“' Thus it ts impossible to be sure that this Lvdia 
Gassett is the same person us the Lvdia Gressett or Gressitt or Grissctt who 
is recorded in census records and mentioned in land grants as a resident of 
Orangebureh District, 

The patterns of relationship hinted at by the Federal decennial censuses 
prior to ISSO are often vague and misleading. and never more so when, as in 
Oranyvebure County, land and court records have sutfercd wholesale destruc- 
tion. However, apart from scattered references to her as a holder of adjacent 
land,“ tn one of which she ts called “Mirs7%" (without any necessary im- 
plication to be drawn therefrom that she was marred), the census ts all we 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Gressett Family 


168 National Genealogical Society Quarterhs 


have. These records show the following: in 1790, one male over 16 and five f¢- 
mates: “7 in 1800, one male 16 26 and one female over 432° 7 in TSIO (as OL 
Gresset”) TE male 10 16, | male 26 45 and T female over 48.07 in E820 (ay 
“Liddy Grissett’) | female over $8.07 and in 1870, 1 femaie $0 60 and FT fe- 
male 80 90.°* The single womar of the same name appearing in TSS" Can- 
not be either of the ladics of 1840 it the age is correct, butts more likels than 
njt the younger onc. 

From the foregoing it would sppear that Lydia Gressctt was born dunny 
the decade 1746 50 and is thus the contemporanm of Col John Gressctt. It 
would also appear that she was 4 spinster or widow who had lind and a home 
of her own and from time to time sheltered other members of her family. Ut 
she was identical to the Lvdia Gasscit who recened bounty Land tn 176s. 
however, she could not have been the wite of Col John. apart trom the family 
tradition of the Funches marriage. because her husband would have taken the 
land for her ina lurger allotment.’ and why did she take bounty land and he 
non-bounty Lind? (t follows that she was most lil ely not his wife, but his sister 
or sister-in-law, Documents privately held or recorded in ncizhboring 
counties under the names of others muy resolve the question 

The male 10 16 found tn her houschold in TS10 may have been Williany 
Grisits, who appears as head of his own houschold in 1820, age 16-26. with a 
male and a female under 10 and a female over 35, in the same district. ©” This 
William cannot be identified and may be the same person as the William 
Grissett who ts in Orange Parish in 1840 uve 40 30, with a wite in the same 


age group and seven persons of children’s age. enumerated just before the 
younger Lydia Grissett. @* Phercalter he disappears prior ta 1850 and there ts 
no trace of him or of his family. He might be a son of (10) John Gressett. if 
there were any evidence that this Joha bad a tamily in South Carolinas as it 
stands, his presence merely adds to the confusion 


7. WILLIAM’ GRESSETT of Grisset was not born in 1778 of 1779 as the 
family tradition indicates: such a birth date not only contradicts those 
census records in which he can be with some certainty identified, but also 
assumes that he would have been receiving grants of land betore he was ten 
veurs of age. He was born earlier, prior ta 1770 but very tikels after 1765 
when his father first applied for find in South Carolina, Nevertheless, that 
part of the tradition that identities him as a son ot “Cok Gressett” of Revolu- 
tionary War activity may be accepted, Some of those who recorded this tradi- 
tion may have heard st from his own lips or from those of his sister Elizabeth 
Grimes. 

There ts the same difficulty about the date of his death as about that ef his 
birth; family tradition gives his date of death as [830.7 vet neither the 1850 

census schedules nor the mortality schedules tor that vcar make any 
reference to him, nor is he mentioned in the 18430 census. [tis tikely that he 
dicd between 1830 and 1X40. 

Census records are less confusing than simply inadequate, In |S00 he is the 
head of the houschold. ave 26 35. with two younger males 10 $6 and 16 26 
respectively (one probably his brother John), two females under 10 and one 
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female 16 26, probably his first wife. 7° In IS10 and 1820 he cannot be found 
at all. but in 1830 he reappears with his second wife and a large family of 
children: 2 males O $, | male S10, 1 male 10 TS, 1 male 60 70, Ltemale 0 3, 
3 females 5 JO. 1 female 30 400°" Missing pages of a temporary move 
elsewhere may account for the gap. he ways a witness to the will of Thomas 
Gavin of Colleton District 14 March ISEI% as well as the earlier will of 
Tobias Hertzog of Orange County 10 Mav 1789.7? Pive land grants are 
recorded in the name of William Gressett or Grissett for land in Oraunge- 
burgh District, all in the same area. the first 7 April 1788 and the last 2 
Nugust 1319.°° though it ts possible Uhat the later grants were for the benetit 
of the younger William Grissett who makes an appearance in IS20 and 1540. 
but not in 1830. The testimony of Wilham Grissett in 1830 before the Equity 
Court concerning his brother John has already been noted ~ 

No othcial record so far has supplied the nume of the first wife of William 
Gressett. but there are clues to it. An account by Mayor David Gavin of a 
visit to relatives in Mississippi refers to his cousin Chlarles| Gressett of 
Lauderdale County (25 June 1843), ! and this relationship is confirmed by a 
reference in his diary: “My paternal grandfather Charles Gavin, paternal 
Aunt Gressett and other relatives are buried on Catthes Creech in Oranve 
Parish, 7" Catthes Creek way the location of the first land grant to 
William Gressett. A conclusion may be drawn that the wife of Willham 
Gressett was the sister of Major Gavin's father and thus the daughter ot 
Charles and Bathah (Byrd) Gavin. carly settlers in the same area. That 
Charles Gressett apparently bore the middle initial G.. for Gavin, as did his 
nephew, a son-of (11) Willham Grissett. and that a daughter of Catherine 
(Gressett) Tatum. a sister of (11) William and thus a daughter of (7) 
William. °° pore the name Catherine Gavin (or Carvin) Tatum ts some 
further evidence of this connection. ~* 

The Gavin family ts enumerated near thatol Lydia and William Gressett in 
SOO" and IS10°° as ts that of Christopher Tatum in 1X20.°" while 
Christopher Tatuny, Bathyra [or Bathiah} Gavin, and William Gressett arc 
cnumerated on the same pare of the 1830 census for Greene County, 
Mississippi. ** 

The first wife of William Gressett was probably numed CATHERINE and 
was very likely the female age 16 26 recorded with him in [S00.** She 
probably bore other children to him whose names Cannot as yet be identified, 

Family tradition records the name of the wife, actually the second wite. of 
William Gressett us RACHEL RADCLIFFE and assign to her birth and 
death dates of 1795 and 1837 respectively and a marriage date of IS13. °° Ef 
she was born in 1795 she was not age 40 30 in 1830,"" but the known births of 
children into the fourth decade of the century would indicate that there was a 
census error here and that the traditional birth date ts correct. There is no 
reason to doubt the date of marriage or death. As with the first wife, some of 
her children have not been identitied. 

It is curious that the family traditions recorded in South Carolina seem to 
have lost sight of those members of the family who at an carly period 
removed themselves from the State: the result, in the absence of or destruc- 
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tion ef documentary evidence, is a family group based largely upon the cir- 

cumstantia! evidence previousiy discussed, but which nevertheless fits all the 

known facts and ts not easily, if at all, reconciled with any other theory. 
Children attributed to Witham and Catherine (Gavin) Gressett: 


I 1 Catherine Gressett, b. 1797 (83 in 1850), Orangeburg Dist., S-C.: liv, 1880, 
Jasper Co, Miss.0° 1a S19 20 Christopher Tatum (b. 5 Feb. 1795, Orange- 
burgh Dist, S.C. d) 14 Dee. 1870, Jasper Co. Missy) Issue. 

12 William! Gressett, b 1801 (39 in 1850), Orangeburg Dist. S-C.: d- 1X75 78. 
Lauderdale Co,, Miss..”* in Greene Co, Miss. by 1827.7 and with a woman of 
his own age and a male child under S in that county in Federal census of 1830,°7 
A resident of Jones Co. Miss by 9 June 1836. when he purchased 50 acres, “” and 
on that county's census 13 April ¢837. with his wife und 4 males under 18," and 
in 18431. with § whites in fits houschald ™ Enumerated in that county in 1840 with 
a woman of his own age. a woman 80. 90{ Bathiakh Gavin?], S males under 10 and 1 
female under 3." On Lauderdale Co. tay lists from 1846 to 1873." but not in 
Federal census of ISSO and surely dead by then. No will is recorded for him*” but 
notes in the sectional index to conveyances with respect to lands owned by him in- 
dreate that the unindexed probate minutes may have particulars of a land dis- 
tributwo * As noted. he has been identified ay Catherine’s brother“? William 
was twice married. His tiest wife Synths of Cynthia appears with him by name in 
census enumerations of IXSO%? and 1860" but her age cannot be determined 
from contradictory census entrics. She was born in South Carolina and record of 
mariage. probably about IS27, must have been maintamed prvately. if at all. 
Wilham’s second wife. Martha Bush. married him $ April [X65 *°' She ts with him 
in S70 census®* and survived him, alive at least us Fate as 27 Jan, TX98_ when she, 
together with JOC, Chambers, mortgaged property which had been owned by her 
husband during their lifctime.*™ She w found in ISSO census in Lauderdale 
County" but she is not found in Mississippi or Alabama in 19000 Issue by both 
marfiaves, including sons Churies G [tor Gavin’ and Willan F [tor Funches?], 
at home in P$50.°% enumerated before and alter their father in 1860,'% but not 
further traced. [tts said that several sons of William fought tor the Confederacy, 
and the mortality schedules for 1850 indicated that he lost two daughters in child- 
hood. °7 
Charles G. [Gavin?} Gressett, b ISTO (40 in 1890) Orangeburg Dist, S C.; in 
Perry Co.. Miss by 2 Now, IX35¢"% on tan ists of Jasper Co, Miss. 1X37 39:4 in 
Lauderdale Co, Miss. in 1840 (age 20 30) with three females (1 under §, 15 10, 
1 13 20)."°% by INS0 in Newton Co., Miss..° with cizht other persons ranging in 
age from Elizabeth, age 20. to Flying, age 1 month. He is in Newton Co. tan 
records por to ISSO but neither he nor any member of his family is to be found 
there at any later date: the loss of Newton, Jones and Jasper County records 
makes ut very difficult to determine where he may have vone, or even the number 
and names of his wives. His relauenship to Major David Gavin has already been 
noted. ** 


Children of William and Rachel (Radclitfe) Gressett: 


14 iv. [probably] John Daniel Gressett. b 1! Jan. 1818, Oranychurg Dist. S.C.. d. 24 
Nov, 1875, Comanche Co,, Tex. m. ¢. 1839, Jasper Co., Miss... Nancy Elizabeth 
Mabry ¢b. 31 Oct. 1820 d Runnels Co., Tex., in hee husband’s lifetime), Six 
children. including Rachael (age 7. 1850) and Willian: Walter (ave 3. 1850). "+ 
While he might be the male infant under 10 enumerated with the “unidentified” 
Wilham Grisits in 1820,** he ts more hkely the male ave 10 15 in the household 
of Wilham and Rachel. 7" 
Susan Elizabeth Gressett, b. 1839. Orangeburg Dist. S.C. d. 1877. Colleton Co., 
S.C: m. Vincent Reeves (b. 1806. d. 1X68. Colleton Co. S.C_).*% Issue. 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Gressett Family 


Southern Gressitt/Grissett Families 17! 


[probably] Samuel R[adclitfe] Gressett, b, 1826: .d. 27 May i650, Orangeburg 
Dist., S.C." Hs obituary mentions a large circle of relatives and friends both in 
and out of South Carolina, which would fit a son of William and Rachel. He might 
also have been ihe male age 10 15 enumerated in the houschold of the unident:- 
fied William Grisset of 1840.%! : 

Laurence Flunches?] Gressett, b. 1828 (22 in 1850);47 d 10 Feb. 1892. Branch- 
villz, Orangeburg Co., S.C.'* Issue by wife Una (Unah, Umey)."” 

Tatum Gressett, b. 13 March 1831, Recvesville, S-C.: d. 22 July 1864, Athanta, 
Ga. (in Confederate service): m. 2 Jan, 1853 Caroline Reeves (b. 23 Dee. 1832. _ 
St. George, $.C.; d. there 22 July 1877). Issue. including 4 son William: FL and a 
daughter Rachel 4.“ Many, if not all, of hiy descendants spell their name 
“Gressette” at this time. ‘7! 

Marion Shicutt Gressett. b. 1833, Orangeburg Dist.. S.C: d. 19 May 1908. 
Branchville, Orangeburg Co, S.C.'?? Served in Company E. Ist S.C. Cavalry: '“ 
graduate of S.C. Medical College, class of 1869," and physician serving his na- 
live community for many years. He m. (1) in 1869 Isabel Margarett Ott (5. 1830: 
d. 30 Dee. 1880)."7° He m. (2) 18 Jan. 1882 Maggie Halford (b. Feb. 1855, 
Charleston, S.C.).' who survived him but was dead before 19 May 1909, when 
the further administration of her late husband's estate was eranted to Mr. 
Isabelle Wlar.'7 Issue by first wife. one dau. Viola, who m.. 15 Jan. 1899, 
William A. Dukes. > 


Before leaving this family, attention should be directed to the family of 
Lewis Robinson (age 55) and his wife Clarissa (age 52) of Newton County, 
Mississippi in 1850. both born in South Carolina. In their houschold was 
Esther Grisset, age 10, born in Mississippi.‘“" She was not the child of 
Charles G., who has a child Esther age II in his family. and there is no room 
for her in William’s family. It ts conceivable that she 1s an orphaned niece. 
and, keeping in mind that William and Cynthia also named a daughter 
Clarissa (Clearsey),""" further investigation might show that Clarissa 
Robinson was the other daughter of William and Catherine (Gavin) Gressett 
born prior to 1800. 


NOTES AND REFERENCES 


322, Lancaster Co., Va Order Book, $160 

323. dhid., $:239. It is tempting to attempt some identification of this Thomas with the “wandering” 
Thomas Grasett of Barbados (sce VGSQ 66:84), but, apart irom the report of his death, the latter was 
born in 1715 and could not possibly have had an adult son of the same name bs 1741. Another possibility 1s 
the unidentified male, age 21, in the 1715 census in the James Grasett household. supra (VGSO 66.92) 
note 143, for Thomas Gressit could have been born as carly as 1694. Since James Gravett already had a 
son Thomas, such a connection would have to be left-handed. Or the young man might have been an or- 
phaned nephew. A painstaking examination of carly unindexed or badly indexed land and court records in 
Barbados might well produce more evidence. 

324, Lancaster Co.. Va. Order Book, 10:9, 22 Feb. 1752/3, 

325. Phid., VV-S28, 18 Now. 1763. 

326. Charles City Co., Va. Orders 1737 SI. p. 142. This ts misleadingly abstracted in Va dist 
Magazine 21:86 as fit referred to the estate of a Thomas Gressit. 

327. Phid., p.143, Oct. 1740 term. The witnesses to the will were Robert Emson and Matthias Ayres. 

328. Northumberland Co., Va. Wills. 7:459. 

329. [hid., 7:22. 

330. Polly Cary Mason, comp., Records of Colonial Gloucester County, 2 vols. (Newport News, Va. 
1946 48), 1:95. In 1783 there were 5 white persons in each household. Va Hist, Magazine 12:14. 16. 

331. Heads of Families... 1790. Virginia (Washington, D.C., 1908), p. 69. The name Peyton Gressit 
appears after 1788 in county tax lists (at Va. State Library), which might be another clue to family connec- 
tions. A Thomas Gresset, perhaps he of Gloucester County, was an applicant for Revolutionary War 
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bounty lands. John H. Gwathmey, Historical Register of Virginians in the Revolution (Richmond, 1938), 
p. 327. 

332. Emma R. Matheny and Helen K. Yates, comp., Kingston Parish Register: Gloucester and 
Mathews Counties 1749-1827 (Richmond, 1963), p. 10. The page of the original register is 224. 

333. Tyler's Quarterly Magazine 5:58, a fragment of the county clerk’s return of marriage licenses 
issued during the period from 20 Oct. 1777 to 20 Oct. 1778. 

334, Fourth Census. . . 1820: Louisiana, Natchitoches Varish, p. 94. 

335. [hid., p. 98. This was probably a younger brother rather than a son. There was a John R. Grissett 
aged 30-40 in same parish in 1830 whose relationship to James and John czanot be stated without further 
examination of parish records, which I have been unable to do, Fifth Census . .. 1830; Louisiana, Natchi- 
toches Parish, p. 81. 

336. Tenth Census. . . 1880: Mississippi, Lauderdale Co. 11/96/10/27. 

337. Lancaster Co., Va. Deeds and Wills, 13:109. The original probate is shown by Lancaster Co. Order 
Book, 6:135, 11 Apr. 1716, where Edward and Lisia King, the named executors, presented the will and it 
was ordered to be recorded. 

338. Lancaster Co. Bonds, p. 31. The bond is published in Stratton Nottingham, The Marriage License 
Bonds of Lancaster County .. . (Onancock, Va., 1927), p. 13, but without the all important parental 
consent noted. Jerome Pasquet made John King, his *‘son-in-law”’ [stepson], residuary legatece in his will, 
made 24 Oct. 1728, probated 12 Feb. 1728/9. Lancaster Co.. Va. Deeds and Wills, 12:83. 

339. Ibid, 11:187, dated 12 Nov. 1720, recorded 10 May 1721. 

340. Lancaster Co., Va. Order Book, 8:228; she swore that he had died without leaving a will. The 
Chilton family has been studied by John Frederick Dorman, “The Chilton Families of Virginia and Mary- 
land,” The Virginia Genealogist 13:173 4, and 1 am indebted to Mr. Dorman for pointing out the sig- 
nificant Chilton-King-Gressett relationship. 

341. Christ Church Parish Processioners’ Returns, p. 68, of that date refer to land on Corotoman Neck 
belonging to “Ezekiel Chilton, orphan of Thos. Chilton dec4 under the Care of Thos Gress'.” 

342. Lancaster Co., Va. Deeds and Wills, 15:174. 

343. Lanc ster Co., Va. Order Book, 11:269. 

344. Lancaster Co., Va. Deeds and Wills, 16:99, ordered to be recorded same day, Lancaster Co., Va. 
Order Book, 11:279. 

345. Northumberland Co., Va. Order Book 1770-73, p. 276. 

346, Lancaster Co., Va. Order Book, 11:432, 435. 

347. Ihid., \1:535. 

348. S.C. (Colony) Council Journals, 32:599. Unless otherwise stated, all colonial and Revolutionary 
documents cited are in the custody of the Department of Archives and History of the State of South 
Carolina at Columbia, S.C. 

349. S.C. (Colony) Plats, 16:228. 

350. S.C. (Colony) Grants, 18:312. 

351. S.C. (Colony) Memorials. 8:496. 

352. On this point, see generally Robert H. Ackerman, South Carolina Colonial Land. Policies 
(Columbia, S.C., 1974), pp. 106-11. 

353. He was probably a son of George Grisset of Brunswick County. See Part 4 of this article at note 
435. 

354. S.C. (Colony) Mortgages, 3D:476, dated 17 Sept. 1774, recorded 23 Dec. 1774. 

355. S.C. (Colony) Mortgages, 3E:304, dated 17 Oct. 1778, recorded 8 March 1779, 

356. Charleston Dist. (S.C.) Deeds, K5:458, release dated 27 August 1784. 

357. Manuscript Acts with Jury Lists, Act of 1783 (Ms. No. 1172), p. 5. Mary B. Warren, supra note 
69a, p. 63, indexes his name as “Grissell.”’ 

358. The following accounts certify service or service and supplies requisitioned: Nos, 312 (Jacob Barr), 
483 (John Bigbee), 1065 (Frederick Corn), 4145 (Henry Judy), 5336 (Menry Moore), 5338 (Samuel 
Moorer), 5634 (Jacob Ott), 6975 (Henry Shuler). The following accounts certify provisions requisitioned: 
Nos, 600 (Mrs, Ann Bonneau), 891 (Henry Bull), $92-A (William Bull), 1705 (Thomas Curtis), 3614 (Wm. 
Hill), 4756 (Peter Manigault), 5964 (Estate of Roger Pinkney), 6974 (George Shuler). John Gressett, Col. 
of Militia also signed a certificate of good conduct and character, together with a dozen others, for the 
benefit of John Harth (No. 3398-B). H¢ is mentioned as colonel of militia in the claim of George Spinney 
(No. 7246), but did not sign or certify this claim. 

359. Claim No. 3102. See A. S. Salley, Jr., ed., Stub Entries for Indents Issued in Payment of Claims 
against South Carolina, 12 vols. (Columbia, S.C., 1910-57), 7:252 (No. 17). The amount of the claim was 
£ 164/8/6-%4. Upon receipt of his certificate Col John Gressett endorsed an assignment on it to one 
Christopher Williman. 

360. NSDAR #127,695 (Viola Elizabeth Dukes), 4127,696 (Florence Eleanor Hunter), #406,757 (May 
Weeks Hester), 4471,517 (Ann Gibson Gressette). Dr. Salley even certified the service of “William 
Gressett’’ as Colonel of the lower regiment of militia for Orangeburgh District, under date of 3 July 1916, 
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for the application of Mes, Hunter, although there is no reference in the Audited Accounts of in the Stub 
Indents to any service by a William Gressett of Grissett, Mes. Hunter's cousin R.S, Weeks, Master for 
Dorchester County and a geandson of Elizabeth (Gressett) Grimes, whom he had known personally. spoke 
only of “Col, Gressette” but added “And FE think Col. Gressette was also named Willinm” in tis support: 
ing letter, Otis clear that it was Join, not any Wilham, that served. This same tradition asserts that Col, 
Gressett was born in Germany, but there is no evidence to support such an assertion, though it is an unde: 
niable fact that many Germans did settle in Orangeburgh District from the carliest days. As will be seen, 
the wife of Col, Gressett was likely of German origin, and the ancestral roots of the mother may have heen 
transferred in the re-telling to the father, Bill Linder has pointed out to me the arrival in Minuary 1760 of 
one Hans Gorric Grashert, a German age 19, from Rotterdam. S.C. (Colony) Council) Journals, 32.719. 13 
Feb. 1766, But since Col, John Gressett had applied for lind some sin tionths curler, supra note 34%, he 
was here before this Hans and they cannot be identical. Also, Alexander S, Salley. Ur,. in The Mistory of 
Orangeburg County (Orangeburg, 1898), p. 200. mentions the death of one Kilian Gassert on PL March 
1760, but no selationship has been shown between this person and any person bearing the name Grasset, 
Gresset of Grisset in any variation. He may, however, have been the father ore tice relatiweofone Francis 
Gassert, who was granted 100 acres in Saxe-Gotha Township on Congaree Creek, S.C) (Colony) Memo- 
rials, 13:29, 2 Jan. 1775. granted 25 May 1774. 

361. S.C. (Colony) Council Journals, 30:29), 7 August 1764, to “Hians Adam Pontes.” He received 100 
acres north of William Hart's land in St. George, Dorchester Parish: the survey was certified 20 Dee. 
1764. S.C, (Colony) Plats, 8:304. The grant is dated 2) fune 1765. S.C. (Colony) Grants, 12.369, and the 
memorial was exhibited 15 July 1765, S.C. (Colony) Memorials, 6:503, He ts not in the 1790 census and it 
does not uppear that he settled in Orangeburgh District at any time 

362. S.C. (Colony) Council Journals, 30:245, 3 July 1764. to “Postian Fonses.” He received 150 acres 
surrounded by vacant land in St. George, Dorchester Parish: the surveys Way certified 15 August 1763, 9.C. 
(Colony) Piats, 8:300. The grant is dated 21 June 1765, S.C, (Colony) Grants, 12.359, and the memorial 
was exhibited 15 July 1768, S.C. (Colony) Memorials. 6.504, Later he obtained 300 acres of non-oounty 
land in Berkeley County on the northeast side of the Pon Pon River: this grant adjoined other land already 
owned by him. S.C. (Colony) Plats, 19:236, dited 29 Dee. 1772, and grunt issued 2 April 1773, S.C. 
(Colony) Grants, 29:18. In the 1790 census of Orangeburg District (North Party he appears as “Sabastian 
Funches” with three males over 16, 5 males under 16 and no females, Meads of Families... 1790 South 
Carolina (Washington, D.C., 1908), p. 96. 

363. Sixth Census... 1840, South Carolina, Orangeburg Dist. (Orange Parish). p. 307. 

364. Seventh Census... 1850: South Carolina, Orangeburg Dist, (Orange Parish), 9803/6504 (family of 
James Grimes). 

365. With the single exception of her age as 16.26 in 1800, infra note 3O8: but perfect consistency would 
be tov much to hope for in the mass of confusion and omission which characterizes the census records of 
this family. 

366. S.C. (State) Plats, $3:200, dated 17 July 1812. 

367. Commissioners’ Deeds [and other proceedings}, Equity Court, Orangeburg Dist. pp. 98 108, 
130 44 at p. 140. The prior testimony had apparently been heard at the January 1830 term of the court. 
Mis. Mary B. Warren has published an abstract of this material in The Carolina Genealogist under the 
heading of “County Records: Orangeburg County: Equity.” 

368. Second Census... 1800; South Carolina, Orangeburg Dist, (“Orange Between Edisto River 
Beaver Creek and four holes”), p. $45, line 10. 

369. Meads of Families... 1790; South Carolina (Washington. 1).C., 1908). p. 98 (CL vddia Gressett’’). 
There is no other person of that name in this census; the John Grissits of Spartanburg Wist. appear as 
“Grist” inother records and would appear to be of another family altogether, 

370. Charleston Dist. Misc. Rec.. EEEE:S97, recorded 21 May 1813. “Winifred CGressett™ of course 
calls to mind the mother of Col. John. and one wonders if the lady might have been sister of the wife of 
William Owens and daughter of Col. John. 

371 S.C. (Colony) Council Journals, 33:60; S.C. (Colony) Plats, 16:37, certified 27 August 1767, 

372. S.C. (Colony) Grants, 16:104, 

373. S.C. (Colony) Memorials, 2:542. 

374. Sce Lester J. Cappon ef al., ed.. Atlas of Early American Mistory: the Revolutionary Eva. 
1760 1790 (Prineeton, 1976), p. 6. 

378. S.C. (State) Grants, $3(K-5):341, 5 Feb, 1798; 63(M-#):236, 2 Aug. 1819. 

376. Shid., 63:236. 

377. Supranote 368. line 11. 

378. Third Census... 1810; South Carolina, Orangeburg Dist., p. 132. 

379. Fourth Census... 1820, South Carolina, Orangeburg Dist. (Orangeburg Parish). p. 212. 

380. Fifth Census. . . 1830: South Carolina, Orangeburg Dist. (Orangeburg Parish). p. 24. 

381. Barnwell Dist.. S.C. Wills, A:184. The loose papers (Bundle 23, package S$) indicate that Charles 
Gavin, named executor, declined to qualify. The will was proved by oath of William Grissett 19 Nov, 1814, 
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382. Proved 22 Nov. 1790. O.HI.S. Doc. Misc. No. 93, 4:290. 

383. S.C. (State) Grants, 200 acres, 7 April 1788, 22:497; 58 acres. 7 April 1794, 36:248: 38 acres, 5 
Feb. 1798, 43:341; 676". acres, 6 April 1818, 62:51; 33! acres, 2 Aug. 1819, 63:236, The plats show that 
his neighbors included Christopher Tatum, S.C. (State) Plats, 22:200, 31 March 1788, as well as Hezekiah 
Byrd, Lydia Grissett, and James Grimes, 46:139, 3 April 1818. 

384. Major David Gavin's Horseback Ride. St, George to Mississippi and Return in 1843, 25 June 1843, 
p. 23 (courtesy Richard S. Lackey, Forest, Miss.). 

385. David Gavin, Diary (ms. Southern Hist. Coll., Univ. of N-C_), 1:199, 21 May 1860. 

386. Clara A. Tatum Hardy, a descendant of Christopher and Catherine (Gressett) Tatum, stated in 
1940 that William was brother to Catherine (courtesy Richard S. Lackey, Forest, Miss.). / 

387. Born 21 May 1831, died 8 Nov. 1864, m. 10 Jan. 1850 (as first wife) Lewis Linder. See generally 
Bill R. Linder, Christopher Tatum of Orangeburgh District, South Carolina... (Vienna, Va., 1975). 

388. Fifth Census . . . 1830: Mississippi, Greene Co., p. 171. 

389. Seventh Census... . 1850: Mississippi, Jasper Co., p. 31R, 412/13. 

390. Tenth Census . . .1880: Mississippi, Jasper-Co., p. 50. 

391. On Christopher Tatum, his life and family, see Linder, supra note 387, passin, and sources cited. 

392. Seventh Census . . . 1850: Mississippi, Lauderdale Co., p. 396, 4992/1008. Ages reported in 1860 
and 1870 are not preciscly congruent; as he aged, William Grissett seems to have become younger (56 in 
1860, 67 in 1870). 

393. Very likely dead by 1878, since inaterial pertaining to the distribution of his lands may be found in 
the probate minutes covering the period 1863-78, infra note 401, 

394. Greene Co., Miss. tax rolls, 1827, p. 4, 1830, p. 3 (Miss. Dept. of Arch, and Hist., Jackson, Miss.). 

395. Augusta, Miss. Cash Entry, 9 June 1836, No. 4306, William Grissett. 

396. Jones Co., Miss. State census, 1837, p. 1, line 27. 

397. Jones Co., Miss., State Census, 1841, col. 3, line 14. 

398. Sixth Census... 1840: Jones County, p. 306, line 7 (as William Grissett). 

399. Lauderdale Co. tax lists, 1846, p. 9; 1848, p. 8; 1856, p. 13; 1860, p. 13: 1864, p. 6: 1868, p. 12: 
1875, p. 26. There is no reference in 1870 and, of course, many of the years are missing. 

400. Communication from offiice of Probate Judge, Lauderdale Co,, Meridian, Miss., 28 Oct, 1977. 

401. Communication from Richard S. Lackey, Forest, Miss., 8 May 1978. 

402. Eighth Census. . . 1860: Mississippi, Lauderdale Co., pp. 154. 55, 41087/1063. 

403. Marriages, Lauderdale Co., Miss., 1:257. 

404, Ninth Census... 1870: Mississippi, Lauderdale Co., p. 92, 493/93. 

405. Lauderdale Co. Deeds 35:324. She had joined in at least two conveyances with William Grissett 
during his lifetime: M:489, dated 18 Oct. 1867, recorded 4 July 1868 (to Isaac G. Suttles), and R-535, 
dated 20 Jan. 1873, recorded 22 May 1873 (to W. W. Welch). Although in 1850 census William is recorded 
as illiterate, he signs his name here and in connection with marriage license and bond, and spelling which 
he uses is “Grissett.”” 

406. Tenth Census... 1080: Mississippi, Lauderdale Co., ¢11/97/28/7. 

407. Supra note 402, #4 1086/1062, 1088/1064 respectively. 

408. South Carolina Grissett, age 3, d. Sept. 1849, and Clearsey H. Grissett, age $/12, d. Oct. 1849. 
Mortality Schedules, Seventh Census . .. 1850: Mississippi, Lauderdale Co., abstracted by Irene S. Gillis, 
comp., Afississippi 1850 Mortality Schedules (Shreveport, La., 1973), p. 22. 

409. Seventh Census... . 1850: Mississippi, Newton Co., p. 157R, 423/23. 

410. Augusta, Miss., Cash Entry, 2 Nov. 183°, No, 2475, and 1 June 1836, No. 4199. It is significant 
that Christopher Tatum also purchased lands in this range at about this time. Supra note 387 at p. 5. The 
lands were in Jasper County. 

411. Jasper Co., Miss. tax rolls, 1837, p. 4, 1838, p. 5, 1839. p. 6. 

412. Sixth Census: . . 1840: Mississippi, Lauderdale Co., p. 59, line 14. See also Lauderdale Co., Miss. 
tax rolls, 1840, p. 1S. His is last name on roll and one wonders whether he was nota recent arrival, 

413. Newton Co., Miss. tax rolls, 1842, p. 3, line 17; 1843, p. 3, line 14; 1847, p. 5, line 14. In list for 
1841 (p. 3, line 27) one reads “Gressett™ “‘Giv. by R.” which I have not been able to interpret, He is also in 
State Census for 1845 in Newton Co. with 2 males and 4 females (p. 1, line 5). 

414, Seventh Census . . . 1850: Mississippi, Newton Co., p. 160R. I am indebted to William Lee Jordan 
III, of Fort Worth, Texas, descendant of John Daniel Gressett, for information concerning this family, 

415. Seventh Census ... 1850: South Carolina, Colleton Co., St. George’s Parish, p. 242, ¢128/128: 
NSDAR #127,696, Florence Eleanor Hunter, supra note 360. Mrs. Hunter is daughter of Vincent and 
Susan Elizabeth (Gressett) Reeves. However, the marriage date of 1828 ascribed to them is surely a 
copyist’s error. Even 1838 is perhaps too early. Also, birthdates given do not agree with the census ages; I 
have made the perhaps rash assumption that Mrs. Hunter knew better than the enumerator how old her 
parents were. 

416. Seventh Census . . . 1850: South Carolina, Mortality Schedules, p. 407; Southern Christian Advo- 
cate, Vol. 14, no. 8, p. 3(21 June 1850), obituary (which does not give his percentage). 

417. Seventh Census. . . 1850; South Carolina, Colleton Co., St. George’s Parish, p. 242, #132/132. 
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418. Orangeburg T. & D.. \7 Feb. 1892, obituary (identified as brother of Dr. M.S. Gressett and death 
as having taken place the previous Wednesday). 

419. Eighth Census ... 1860: South Carolina, Colleton Co., St. George’s Parish, p. 336, #177/163; 
Tenth Census. . . '880: South Carolina, Colleton Co., p. 502, #9/111/27/3. 

420. Eighth Census . . .1<60: South Carolina, Colleton Co., St. George's Parish, p. 336, #176/162: 
NSDAR #406,757 (May Weeks Hester), supra nute 360 (a great-grand-daughter). 

421. Mrs. William N, Gressette (St. Matthews, S.C.) to the author, 9 Nov. 1977. 

422. Orangeburg T. & D., 22 May 1908 (obituary). 

423. C. A. Evans, Confederate Military. History (Atlanta, 1899), 5:609 (with, however, certain inaccu- 
racies in birth and other data). 

424. Medical College of the State of South Carolina, Listof Graduates for 1869 (Charleston, 1869). 

425. Supra note 422; Tenth Census . . . 1880: South Carolina, Orangeburg Co., p. 41, #19/137/4/33, 
though, as usual, ages given do not coincide with other data. See also NSDAR $127,695 (Viola Elizabeth 
Dukes), supra note 360. : 

426. Twelfth Census . .. 1900: South Carolina, Orangeburg Co., 439/49/2/60. This entry gives Dr. 
Marion Gressett’s birthdate as April 1838; April is probably correct, 1838 is certainly not, since his 
mother had died the year before. 

427. Letters of Administration, 19 May 1908, from files of Judge of Probate, Orangeburg Co., S.C: 

428. Southern Christian Advocate, 2 Feb. 1899 (marriage notice). 

429. Seventh Census . . . 1850: Mississippi, Newton Co., p. 157, 430/30. 


(To be continued) 


MAGRUDER—SUIT FAMILY BIBLE RECORD 


This family record appears in a Bible (New York: American Bible Society, 1831) in 
the possession of S. Franklin Barber of St. Mary’s County, Maryland, and has been 
transcribed by the contributor, Mrs. Charles B. Grace of Charlotte Hall, Maryland. 


Haswell/Hazel Magruder, son of William and Elizabeth, b. 18 Sept. 1807; d. 11 Oct. 1869 
aged 62 yrs.; m. 5 July 1832, Adaline Elizabeth Boyd (b. 13 Mch. 1816; d. 22 Dec. 1864 in 49th 
yr.). Children: Mary Caroline, b. 1 May 1835 [see below). Adaline Elizabeth, b. 11 May 1837; 
d. 20 Feb. 1844. Richard Boyd, b. 10 Apr. 1840; d. 19 Feb. 1844. John Thomas, b. 22 May 
1843; d. 20 June 1853 aged 10 yrs. 20 days. /sabella Victoria, b. 12 Apr. 1845; d. 25 Sept. 1849. 
Perus, b. 28 Mch. 184[?}; d. 3 Aug. 1855. William Haswell, b. 28 Sept. 1847; d. 12 Sept. 1848. 
Jane, b. 2 Sept. 1849; m. 4 Jan. 1871, John S. Adams. William Haswell, b. 10 Mch. 1852; d. 28 
Dec. 1862 aged 10 yrs. 9 mos. 18 days. Christenia/Christina D., b. 16 Jan. 1855; m. 26 Jan. 
1875, Henry D. Renninger. Fielder Samuel, b. 27 June 1857; d. 1 Apr. 1859 aged 21 mos. 4 
days. Samuel Fielder, b. 10 July 1860. 

Elizabeth, wife of late William Magruder, d. 15 Mch. 1857. 

Jane Magruder, d. 3 Feb. 1838 in 17th yr. 

Alfred Magruder, murdered in the Church yard by Clement T. Hillary, 28 Nov, 1840. 

Fielder Magruder, Sr., d. Aug. 1840. 

Edward Magruder, Sr., d. 12 Aug. 1842. 

James Adolphus Suit, b. 30 May 1837; d. 2S July 1903; m. 11 Feb. 1862, Mary C[aroline] 
Magruder (b. 1 May 1835; d. 8 Nov. 1919 at res. of daughter, interment Rock Creek 
cemetery). Children: Nathaniel, b. 22 Mch. 1863; d. 17 Nov. 1863 aged 8 mos. Mary Adeline, 
b. 13 May 1865. James Alaxander Young, b. 18 Aug. 1870. Agnes Blanche, b. 16 Jan. 1875. 
Thomas Magruder, b. 10 Jan. 1878; d. 12 Feb. 1922 at Garfield Hospital, husband of Margaret 
A. 


James Collier Suit, b. 16 Sept. 1902. 
William Suit, m. 3 Feb. 1859, Mary Frances S[-?-]kles. 
Benjamin T. Boyd, d. 11 Sept. 1843 aged 29 yrs. Caroline H. Boyd, d. 3 Sept. 1856 in 39th 


yr. 
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SOUTHERN GRESSITT/GRISSETT FAMILIES 


(Continued from bolume 66, page 96! 


By Nei. D. THOMPSON, F.A.S.G. 


The destruction or disappearance of many relevant records from Virginia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina counties, and the inadequate or 
nonexistent indices for others, causes any account of these families to reseit- 
ble a jigsaw puzzle from which time and chance have taken too mag i 
pieces. Almost every identification or relationship proposed here is tentati 

ovement either by reference to newly dis- 


and subject to correction or impr ‘ c oa Ages 
covered sources, such as hitherto unknown family papers or bible records, 


to a better reading of what has already been examined, 

1. THOMAS! GRESSIT. For chronological reasons, if no others, the 
family of Gressit (sometimes Gressits or Gressett) of Lancaster County, bie 
ginia, first attracts attention. Thomas Gressit brought in a Negro boy name 
Charles to have his age determined at the Lancaster County court held ta 
February 1736/7.3”? Earlier references to him in this or any other big oe: 
county have yet to be found. It does not appear that he owned or patente 
any land, yet in the lists of freeholders taken 18 November 1741 in tae aa! 
the name Thomas Gresset appears twice, doubtless father and son. Oneo 
these persons was a juryman in the same court ten years later.*?* There is 
also a record of an attachment in an action brought by Thomas Gressit 
against Robert Edmunds which was dismissed in 1763.” 

Thomas Gressit was related to one JAMES GRESSITS of Charles City 
County, Virginia, who was his early contemporary. The petition of John 
Donaldson for letters of administration on the estate of this James Gressits 
Was dismissed at the August 1740 term of court.*** Soon after, Thomas 
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J 


cocomico Parish 12 May 1762: this wi 
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Gr fig : Jings have expanded 4 
essitt's, in Petsworth parish and with me te in meh te a 
ehold, to 252 


25 August 1762 In Kings p S I Y). 
ston aris} ] the unt A nal lage 

. (now Ma WS Cc ‘ 
0 W lard Jr. and Eliza eh Groce. in 1777 8 in 
Gloucester Cc unty; the family of Pollard 1S also found In len 


County Later SUS Tre C y al 1ed r S 
. cen are i i 
CO Ss and tax lists indicate that the famil rem i 


and multiplied i 
plied in Gloucester County. Doubtless they moved south and west 


as well. he James Gris I 
I : set of Natchito h ari isi 
: cnes I a h Lou ana in 820. aged 
er 5, ith a younger wife and five sons, 334 deal thats akin A : 
OV 4 WwW oO he same 


parish, aged 26— ith si i 
ae aaa yg! SIX children under 16 in the household,*** give indi 
Connie eceeen a Bag family. The David Gresitt of tates 
it tn » age in 1880, whose father w: in Virgini 
a de hee ee of the Orangeburg eres th Carolina 
it i “i oe | them and may also be a eld Pte dhe 
is : n any event, it is hoped that i- 
appear to inform us whether this arnlly 1s ine ver Gea en 


GEM Ulli ta sates ayy ste 2 re ; 
ames of all his children, including Winifred. Fortunately, the relation- 
d by two documents, the first being the marriage license bond for 


Thomas Chilton and Winifred King, dated 14 January 1723/4, of which Je- 
rome Pasquet was a bondsman and upon which is endorsed the consent to the 
marriage of the bride’s mother, Elesbee Pasquet.** The second is a release of 
dower tights by Jerome and Elisia Pasquett to George Brent, all of Christ 
Church parish, in a parcel of land formerly owned by her husband William 
King." Since Winifred had at least one child by her second husband, and her 
mother’s consent to the first marriage was required, she probably married 


recor 
the 1 
ship is prove 


young. Her birth may be assigned to about 1705. 
Thomas Chilton was dead shortly before 8 December 1738.*#° His widow 
remarried before, probably several years before, | March 1743/4.**! Since 
ner son Ezekiel Chilton did not make any bequest to her in his will, dated 9 
y 1754 in Lancaster County,** it is likely that 


January 1754 and proved 19 Jul 
she was dead by that date. She is not mentioned in the will of her husband.*” 


Children of Thomas Gressit by unknown first wife: 


2 i. Thomas? Gressit, of age on 18 November 1741;°? d. unm. prior to 20 June 1760, 
when his father was granted letters of administration on his estate.**? His inven- 
tory reveals limited assets: a horse and saddle, clothing and razor. His father 


signed it by mark 18 July 1760.** 
liam Cambell of Northumberland Co., Va.: sole 


3 ii, Elizabeth (Eliza) Gressit, m. Wil 
legatee in her father’s will*” and administratrix of the estate of her husband 


William Cambell 13 April 1772.°*° 
4 iii. [perhaps] Abimidon Gressit, defendant in an action brought against him in 


Lancaster County court by Henry Carter Jr. 19 Nov. 1762 which was dismissed 
17 Dec. 1762.**8 No other record found, and the reading of the Christian name is 


tentative. 


Children of Thomas and Winifred (King) Gressit: 


+5 iv. John Gressit, b. c. 1742, Lancaster Co., Va. 
+ 6 v. [probably] Lydia Gressit, b. c. 1745, Lancaster Co., Va. 


5. Colonel JOHN? GRESSETT (Gressitt) appears at least twice in 
Lancaster County records. He is mentioned in the will of Ezekiel Chilton?” 
as his “brother-in-law” and son of Ezekiel’s mother Winifred, brother-in-law 
here having its meaning of step-brother, and David Galloway commenced an 
action against him in the county court 20 January 1764, only to have it 


adjourned to the following term because the defendant was not found in the 
county.**?7 There is no further record of the action or of John Gressett in 


Lancaster County. 


John Gressit petitioned for 100 acres of land in South Carolina 3 Sep- 
tember 1765.48 Apparently he took some time to obtain the survey, for the 
initial precept was prolonged and the survey, for 100 acres of land in the fork 
of the Santee and Wateree rivers, was certified only 15 December 1768.*° 
The grant was made 2 June 1769 to John Gresset**? and he exhibited his me- 


the Lancaster County family 
Thomas Gressit wa i 
con 1 S married at least twice. The ife is un- 
William ee ela ws WINIERED (RINGA CHILTON tokens 
her father, dated 35 Ta of Thomas Chilton of Lancaster Count The will of 
anuary 1715/16 and proved 11 April i716 but not 
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Iitia, stutiowed jn ac (ewe se lieutenant colonel tt one 
pensation for services Gerac, istrict." He claimed ¢ shiek . 
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memory of this Rar aa among his descendants has ke t ali : te 
Gressett became confu. :; it Is unfortunate that at some point Coil. J a 
result that an entirely sie th his son William in the tradition with the 
place of Col. John 7 elt mal Col. William Gressett” has usur a the 
tradition says that he died A various published lineages.’ That nee mily 
ne would make “soon ee ie eek documentary ei 
e left a will ee lee ween 1785 and 1790, a fair descripti 

From the fact fake the administration of an estate, cee. 7 
Carolina in £765. a end ——e 100 acres of land on coming to South 
mate ages of his children indicate thes pe was then single." The approxi 
Family tradition, and tha indicate that he married soon after his areal 
ELIZABETH FUNCHES oan von’: Provides the name of his wife as 
tius®*' and Sebastian Funti This may well be correct, for Hans Adam Fun- 

other imaginative varia " lus" (also Fontius, Fonses, Fontious and man 
and either might have Te had petitioned for bounty land as early as 1764, 
Whoever his aife ma hone: the father of the wife of Col Tol, Gressett. 
she did not join in the levee eee Was very likely dead prior to 1784, si 
€ lease and release executed by her itishand that year. 


8 
aged 70-80 in 1840,"°* is most easil 


Children of John and Elizabeth (Funches) Gressett: 


geburgh Dist..S.C. 
0, Orangeburg Dist.. S.C.: living there alone 
y placed as an unmarried daughter of this 


- ;. William® Gressett, b. 1765 70, Oran 
ii. [perhaps] Lydia Gressett, b. 1765-7 
couple. 
«i. Elizabeth Gressett, b. 1771, Orangeburg Dist., S.C." m. James Grimes, Sr., of 
that District, who was dead by 1840 when his widow was recorded (age 60-70) 
with her son James (age 30-40).*** Age 79, she was living with him and his family 
in 1850. The family traditions assign her a birth date of 1779 or 1780," but this is 
out of line with all the census evidence, which is for once internally consistent.*** 
Her husband had a grant of state lands 31 December 1811 next to Gressett- 


owned lands.**° 
iv. John Gressett, b. c. 1774, Orangeburg Dist., S.C., is identified as a brother of 


William Grissett in testimony by the latter given in an equity proceeding and 
recorded at a re-trial of the proceeding in January 1832.357 One party had 
asserted that John Grisset was a witness to a bill of sale for four slaves from 
William Byrd to Joseph Ratcliffe dated 30 March 1810 (the pleading alleged an 
1807 date but the recitation of the bill itself in evidence corrects this), but William 
testified that “John Grisset, who is my brother.” was not in the State at the time 
the bill of sale was executed, and indeed the latter's name does not seem to ap- 
pear on the bill. It is possible to read into the testimony the implication that John 
was still alive, but William nowhere says this in so many words. He is most likely 
that male aged 16-26 in the household of William Grissitt in 1800;3* he, rather 
than his elder brother, may be the male over 16 recorded in the household of 
Lydia Gressitt in 1790." He does not seem to have had any land grants and noth- 
ing is known about his family or further whereabouts. It may be that the deed of 
gift of William Owens of Charleston District (St. James’ Parish) dated 18 Feb- 


ruary 1813 to his “sister Winifred Gressett” and others refers to the wife of John 


the younger.**" 


6. LYDIA GRESSETT raises a series of problems in identification and 
relationship which are crucial to the welding of this pedigree. At this point 
they seem best solved by postulating an unmarried sister or childless 
widowed sister-in-law of Col. John? Gressett. 

The first problem is posed with the petition for land of one Lydia Gassett 
dated 4 March 1767.*7' She asked for 200 acres and they were laid out for her 
in Craven County in the fork between Saluda and Broad River on Second 
Creek. This grant. dated 8 March 1768, is “bounty” land.*”? She exhibited 
her memorial of this land 27 July 1768.** It must be noted that the land is 
located northwest of the Saxe-Gotha settlement at a considerable distance 
from that of John Gressett.*"* Thus it is impossible to be sure that this Lydia 
Gassett is the same person as the Lydia Gressett or Gressitt or Grissett who 
is recorded in census records and mentioned in land grants as a resident of 
Orangeburgh District. 

The patterns of relationship hinted at by the Federal decennial censuses 
prior to 1850 are often vague and misleading, and never more So when, as in 
Orangeburg County, land and court records have suffered wholesale destruc- 
tion. However, apart from scattered references to her as a holder of adjacent 
land,*7 in one of which she is called ““Mrs.’3"° (without any necessary im- 
plication to be drawn therefrom that she was married), the census is all we 
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have. These records show the following: in 1790, one male over 
males;:' ein 1800, one male 16-26 and one female over 45:97" in 1810 (ac « 
Gresset”) | male 10-16, | male 26-45 and | female over 45;37 ip te . 


“Liddy Grissett”) | female over 45:57 and in 1830, 1 female 50-60 anq I ae 


fe. 
Can- 
than 


male 80-90, 38" gle womarl of the Same namea earin i 4 3 
The sin n pp a 21 18 0 BS 
not be either of the ladies of 1830 if the age 1s correct but S$ Mor 
2 9 € likely 


From the foregoing it would appear that Lydia ‘ i 
the decade 1740-50 and is thus the cone rea — ae ak 
would also appear that she was a spinster or widow who had land and ate . 
of her own and from time to time sheltered other members of her fan ie 
she was identical to the Lydia Gassett who received bounty land Ph 
however, she could not have been the wife of Col. John, apart from the: mM, 
tradition of the Funches marriage, because her husband would have tak 
land for her in a larger allotment,?*” and why did she take bounty land i he 
non-bounty land? It follows that she was most likely not his wife, but hi ce 
or sister-in-law. Documents privately held or recorded in nei borin 
erg under the names of others may resolve the question 

The male 10-16 found in her household in 1810 mz i 
Grisits, who appears as head of his own household iy Oh eae ele 
tail a female under 10 and a female over 45, in the same district 279 This 

illiam cannot be identified and may be the same person as the Willi 
Grissett who is in Orange Parish in 1840 age 40-50, with a wife in the mete 
age group and seven persons of children’s age, enumerated just before the 
younger Lydia Grissett.** Thereafter he disappears prior to 1850 and there : 
- trace of him or of his family. He might be a son of (10) John Gressett if 
there were any evidence that this John had a family in South Carolina; ' it 
stands, his presence merely adds to the confusion. — _ 


family 


7. WILLIAM* GRESSETT or Grisset was not born in 1778 or 1779 as the 


family tradition indicates," such a birth date not only contradicts those 
census records in which he can be with some certainty identified, but also 
neseniEs that he would have been receiving grants of land before he was ten 
— of age. He was born earlier, prior to 1770 but very likely after 1765 
when his father first applied for land in South Carolina. Nevertheless, that 
part of the tradition that identifies him as a son of “Col. Gressett” of Revolu- 
en wae activity may be accepted. Some of those who recorded this tradi- 
ton may have heard it from his own lips or from those of his sister Elizabeth 
Grimes. 

There is the same difficulty about the date of his death as about that of his 
birth; family tradition gives his date of death as 1850,**° yet neither the 1850 
census schedules nor the mortality schedules for that year make any 


reference to him, nor is he mentioned in t ag 
died between 1830 and 1840. ed in the 1840 census. It is likely that he 


Census records are less confusin i i 
g than simply inadequate. In 1800 he is the 
head of the household, age 26-45, with two younger ae 10-16 and 16-26 
respectively (one probably his brother John), two females under 10 and one 


16 and five fe. . 


lam © 


ghboring 
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16 26, probably his first wife.*** In 1810 and 1820 he cannot be found 
i: in 1830 he reappears with his second wife and a large family of 
males 0-5, | male 5-10, | male 10-15, | male 60-70, | female 0-5, 
2 females 5-10, 1 female 30-40,**° Missing pages or a temporary move 
elsewhere May account for the gap: he was a witness to the will of cer 
Gavin of Colleton District 14 March 1811,*' as iar as the earlier will o 
Tobias Hertzog of Orange County 10 May 1789.*° Five land grants are 
recorded in the name of William Gressett or Grissett for land in Orange. 
burgh District, all in the same area, the first 7 April 1788 and the last 2 
5 388 though it is possible that the later grants were for the benefit 
of the younger William Grissett who makes an appearance in 1820 and 1840, 
but not in 1830. The testimony of William Grissett in 1830 before the Equity 
Court concerning his brother John has already been noted.*” 7 

No official record so far has supplied the name of the first wife of William 
Gressett, but there are clues to it. An account by Major David Gavin of a 
visit to relatives in Mississippi refers to his cousin Ch[arles] Gressett of 
Lauderdale County (25 June 1843),** and this relationship is confirmed by a 
reference in his diary: “My paternal grandfather Charles Gavin, paternal 
Aunt Gressett and other relatives are buried on Cattles Creek in Orange 
Parish. . °° Cattles Creek was the location of the first land grant to 
William Gressett. A conclusion may be drawn that the wile of William 
Gressett was the sister of Major Gavin's father and thus the daughter of 
Charles and Bathiah (Byrd) Gavin, early settlers in the same area. That 
Charles Gressett apparently bore the middle initial G., for Gavin, as did his 
nephew. a son of (11) William Grissett. and that a daughter of Catherine 
(Gressett) Tatum. a sister of (11) William and thus a daughter of (7) 
William,*" bore the name Catherine Gavin (or Garvin) Tatum is some 
further evidence of this connection, 

The Gavin family is enumerated near that of Lydia and William Gressett in 
100%" and 18108 as is that of Christopher Tatum in 1820,%° while 
Christopher Tatum, Bathyra [or Bathiah] Gavin, and William Gressett are 
enumerated on the same page of the 1830 census for Greene County, 
Mississippi.°™* 

The first wife of William Gressett was probably named CATHERINE and 
was very likely the female age 16-26 recorded with him in 1800.** She 
probably bore other children to him whose names cannot as yet be identified. . 

Family tradition records the name of the wife, actually the second wife, of 
William Gressett as RACHEL RADCLIFFE and assign to her birth and 
death dates of 1795 and 1837 respectively and a marriage date of 1813. If 
she was born in 1795 she was not age 40-50 in 1830,**° but the known births of 
children into the fourth decade of the century would indicate that there was a 
census error here and that the traditional birth date is correct. There is no 
reason to doubt the date of marriage or death. As with the first wife, some of 
her children have not been identified. 

It is curious that the family traditions recorded in South Carolina seem to 
have lost sight of those members of the family who at an early period 
Temoved themselves from the State; the result, in the absence of or destruc- 


female 
at all. bu 
children: 2 


August 1819, 
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Children attributed to William and Catherine (Gavin) Gressett: 


11 i i 
i. panes ee nee 1797 (53 in 1850),3*9 Orangeburg Dist., S.C. 3 
nh ir : oe m. 1819-20 Christopher Tatum (b. 5 Feb 1795 . me, 
2 , st., S.C.; d. 14 Dec. 1870, Jasper Co., Miss). Issue, > Orange. 
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epee one Miss. ;393 in Greene Co., Miss. by 1827." and with : 1S, 
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_ ee ts fee he has been identified as Catherine’s brother, #8 Wil “ed 
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: ein 


census enumerations of 18509? and 60402 € c 0 determined 
‘ : 18 but her age cannot be i : 
from contradictor y census entries. She was orn in South Carolina and recent of 4 


marric ‘ ro 
Willian a . 1827, must have been maintained Drivately, if at all 
in 1870 bet ae Martha Bush, married him 3 April 1862. *"* She e with hi : 
ouster with A arose him, alive at least as late as 27 Jan. 1898, when tee 
enateund mig “i : ers, inert eaged property which had >een owned b her 
Counry ny “Oh pd Semel eae hai census in Tguleniale 
marriz é + Ippi or Alabama in 1900. 
ores oo Charles G. [for Gavin?] and William 7 flor Boeke, 
at eked = ‘ orca before and after their father :n 1860," but not 
and the mortalit / sched i a several por of William fought for the Confederacy 
aod am y schedules for 1850 indicated that he lost two daughters in child. 
3 ili. ani 
i peas Teac) Grescalt b. 1810 (40 in 1850),*”* Orangeburg Dist., S.C.; in 
Camertinte < . id 2 Nov. 1835;#!° on tax lists of Jasper Co., Miss. 1837-39-41 in 
1 15-20):4?2 by gr a 1840 (age 20-30) with three females (1 under 5, 1 5-10 
age from Elizabeth 7 ie Co., Miss.,“ with eight other persons ranging in 
records prior to 1850 but 20, to Elvina, age | month. He is in Newton Co. tax 
there at any later d: ae Gaeeer he nor any member of his family is to be found 
ae a mcd a me * the loss of Newton, Jones and Jasper County records 
and names of his Be rer pe where he may have gone, or even the number 
noted 334 . His relationship to Major David Gavin has already been 


Children of William and Rachel (Radcliffe) Gressett: 
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iv. oe oa Daniel Gressett, b. 11 Jan. 1818, Orangeburg Dist., S.C.; d. 24 

ae He ae ee m. ¢. 1839, Jasper Co.. Miss. Nancy Elizabeth 

bie a grt ee by Runnels Co., Tex., in her husband’s lifetime). Six 

ee ng Ree ael (age 7, 1850) and William Walter (age 3, 1850).*"* 

Li i ak ag tgs under 10 enumerated with the “unidentified” 

; aie is more likely the male age 10-1¢ in the household 
v. Susan Elizabeth Gressett, b. 18 

; , b. 1819, Orangeburg Dist., S.C.; d. 187 
S.C.; m. Vincent Reeves (b. 1806; d. 1868, Colleton Ca, ae eeu in 


Samuel R{adcliffe] Gressett, b. 1826; d. 27 May 1850, Orangeburg 
large circle of relatives and friends both in 
fit a son of William and Rachel. He might. 
Id of the unidenti- 


16 vi. [probably] } ; : 
Dist., S.C.* His obituary mentions a 

and out of South Carolina, which would 

also have been the male age 10-15 enumerated in the househo 

fied William Grisset of 1840.38 

Laurence F[unches?] Gressett. b. 1828 (22 in 1850).*"" d. 10 Feb. 1892, Branch- 

ville, Orangeburg Co., S.C.*™ Issue by wife Una (Unah, Umey).*" 


_ Tatum Gressett, b. 13 March 1831, Reevesville, S.C.; d. 22 July 1864, Atlanta, 
aroline Reeves (b. 23 Dec. 1832, 


Vill 
. Ga. (in Confederate service), m. 2 Jan. 1853 C 
St. George, S.C.; d. there 22 July 1877). Issue, including a son William F. anda 
daughter Rachel A.”° Many, if not all, of his descendants spell their name 
“Gressette” at this time.”' 
19 ix. Marion Shieutt Gressett, b. 1833, Orangeburg Dist., S.C. d. 19 May 1908, 
#22 Served in Company E, Ist S.C. Cavalry;*”3 


Branchville, Orangeburg Co., S.C. 

graduate of S.C. Medical College, class of 1869," and physician serving his na- 

tive community for many years. He m. (1) in 1869 Isabel Margarett Ott (b. 1830; 

d. 30 Dec. 1880). He m. (2) 18 Jan. 1882 Maggie Halford (b. Feb. 1855, 

Charleston, S.C.),?2* who survived him but was dead before 19 May 1909, when 
band’s estate was granted to Mrs. 


the further administration of her late hus 
Isabelle Izlar.*27 Issue by first wife, one dau., Viola, who m., 15 Jan. 1899, 


William A. Dukes.*”* 


Before leaving this family, attention should be directed to the family of 


Lewis Robinson (age 55) and his wife Clarissa (age 52) of Newton County, 
Mississippi in 1850, both born in South Carolina. In their household was 
Esther Grisset, age 10, born in Mississippi.” She was not the child of 


Charles G., who has a child Esther age II in his family, and there is no room 
for her in William’s family. It is conceivable that she is an orphaned niece, 
and, keeping in mind that William and Cynthia also named a daughter 
Clarissa (Clearsey)."" further investigation might show that Clarissa 
Robinson was the other daughter of William and Catherine (Gavin) Gressett 


born prior to 1800. 
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